BRYNCOED , 
RHAYADER , 

Radnorshire . 


22nd  May  1944. 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rhayader  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen. 

*  v  t  ■  r 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  following  annual  report 
far  the  year  1943. 

This  report  is  abbreviate&vin  accordance  with  the  recomm¬ 
endations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Two  fresh  ca.ses  were  notified  of  Pulmonary  type.  One  of 
either  sex  in  adults.  After  institutional  treatment  both  were 
discharged  with  the  disease  in  an  arrested  condition.  One  case  of 
tubercle  of  bone  viz.  the  vertebral  column  was  notified,  in  a 
woman.  The  case  was  admitted  to  hospital.  The  death  occurred  of 
a  child  from  T.B,  meningitis. 

TUBERCULOSIS  -  GOVERNMENT  MAINTENANCE  SCHEME.  (266T). 

Under  this  scheme  monetary  assistance  is  available  for 
dependants  to  ensure  that  patients  will  not  forego  necessary 
treatment  for  economic  reasons.  In  this  district  no  cases  have 
arisen  to  require  operation  of  the  scheme. 

OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  was  as  follows 
Whooping  Cough.  1. 

Pneumonia.  16. 

Measles*  17 * 

Scarletina.  7„ 


INFLUENZA . 

No  serious  epedemic  occurred.  Very  few  severe  cases 
were  observed. 

DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS . 

At  the  30th  June  1943,  it  was  estimated  that,  for  the 
County  of  Radnor,  95.8%  of  children  under  5  years,  and  93%  between 
5  and  15  years  had  been  immunised.  The  exact  %  age  at  this  time 
for  this  district  is  not  known,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  it  closely  approached  the  figures  for  the  County.  Up  to  this 
date  mass  immunisations  had  been  the  chief  method  employed  in 
protecting  the  child  population.  Since  then  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  encourage  parents  to  have  babies  immunised  by  their  own 
doctor,  or  the  M.O.H. ,  on  attaining  one  year  of  age.  In  either 
case  treatment  is  free.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  high 
percentage  of  immunised  children  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  decreased, 
and  work  continues  to  get  as  many  as  possible  of  the  children  aged  over 
one  year  immunised  as  early  as  possible.  All  children  in  the  area 
are  visited  at  lea.st  four  times  annually  by  the  district  nurse. 

WATER. 

With  a  few  minor  exceptions  there  is  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  of  good  quality  in  every  part  of  the  district.  In  the  few 
places  where  this  is  not  the  case,  steps  either  are  already  being 
taken,  or  are  contemplated,  to  remedy  the  position. 

Each  of  the  supplies  afforded  by  waterworks,  viz.  Rhayader, 
Llanyre ,  Newbridge,  Fron,  and  Cross  Gates  (now  in  course  of  construc¬ 
tion)  is  quite  constant.  In  each  case  the  large  proportion  of  premises 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  main  are  connected  to  the  supply, 
or  obtain  their  supplies  from  stand  pipes. 
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0  Very  little  lead  piping  is  used  in  connection  with  the 
above  supplies,  but  in  any  case  the  waters  have  little  or  no 
plumbo  solvent  action. 


GENEgfrL  STANDARD  OF  CUEANLINESS, 

In  the  population  of  this  district  this  has  been  of  a 
high  order.  There  have  been  some  cases  of  infestation  with  head 
lice  and  scabies  but  all  cases  received  prompt  attention  from  the 
District  Nurses,  or  Doctors,  and  the  numerical  incidence  of  cases 
was  never  large.  The  Mothers  and  Childrens  welfare  clinic  has 
proved  useful  as  an  educative  instrument  in  this  connection. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES . 

The  conditions  of  war  always  contribute  a  threat  that 
these  diseases  may  increase  in  numbers  of  infections  and  virulence * 
but  the  evidence  of  Doctors  is  that  there  ha.s  been  no  increase, 
and  that  the  incidence  is  extremely  low:  Local  doctors  and  district 
nurses  are  able  to  give  information  about  free  and  confidential 
treatment  on  enquiry. 


GENERAL  HEALTH  OF  POPULATION , 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  any  deficiency  diseases 
in  the  district,  due  to  lack  of  essential  dietetic  ingredients. 

The  general  health  of  the  people  has  been  excellent.  The  provision 
of  meals  at  school  for  children  has  been  a  very  valuable  nutritional 
factor. 


MOTHERS  AND  CHILDRENS  WELFARE  CLINIC . 

This  ha.s  functioned  regularly  throughout  the  year,  and 
been  well  attended  by  mothers  and  children,  A  doctor  is  in 
attendance  at  each  session  to  give  advice  and  treatment  if  desired. 
The  clinic  meets  monthly. 

Bryncoed,  Rhayader,  has  been  registered  as  a  Private 
Maternity  Home  during  this  ye art 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Sirs 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  POOLE.  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Signed: 
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